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* 1 . 58 to all Miniſter 705 
People of England, who: (being true 
to the Doctrine) are not yet reconciled. 
to the Rites. and. Ceremonies in the 


Church. 
I Have I by a-double ſcore of years in a Station that - 


afforded me ſome opportunity to diſcern, and with 
inclinations that- ſaffer'd me got te be unconceru'd, 
fry what befel the Church of God in this Nation: There 
and e (all along), my buſineſs more, than 
to 11 en aud demeanurs of the Old Pu- 
titan; berwixx 1 and the Hieragchy, the differences wete 
then conſpicaous; but got 42 I copceiv'd of moch ſcandals: 
for during tha firſt part df chat time, thete was ſcarce, either 
the Denomiastion of Non conformity, orthe ae Their 
3 
ticles, wha i to 
remonies and Forms) were, ID _—_— thereto more than 
paſſite Obedience; and an utter abtorcence of Comma - Prayer 
they wers ſo far from from: that Cen the ordioary Holy-days)- 
whea there was 80 mare £njoyn'd but the ning of it, and ca- 
ling the people to 2 c they thought it not ont 
of ſeaſon to be i ors in atber- parts of the 
Miniſterial Office , . we Sermans to the Service. They 
were content (though perhaps they would not have choſen 
them) to put on the enjoyned ſares of MabKand Dteſe, ratbes 
than not Goſpel of Chriſt.. Tis trag, when that 
Bogk w gava the- Rein to the Valget (who ate too apt to 
takg Head of 49 and ſome Liberty ſ yet no Command) 
for. We on the n was to be publiſhed; ſundry: 


of 


1 
of chem quitted their preſent Charge, quietly withdrawing to 
e. Het. renter de de hey pure 


rctics,. 6x waiptzined (pubiickly).say Worſhip (within the 
2 tb Kingdom ) by Law prohibited: Others of them 
(who were io leſs tenderly conſeientioui than the former) wea- 
the d out that Storm, kept their Stations, and by the humi- 
lity of their deportment, or candigneſs of their Addreſs, found 
means not to come under the wrath of the Magiſtrate; except 
ſome tht ee ot four, that, for (certain immodera:e and ill. ti d 
blications) were ſomewbat roughly dealt withai, . I am fully 
perſwaded (in the general) they only lifeed up their Hands with 
Prayers and Tears (the Chriſtians beſt A to the God of 
Heaven, for the removal of ſuch things, as (they judged) were 
burthenſom : And, that they had never lifted up an Arm of 
Fleſh, in oppofition. to the power ſet over them by Heaven; 
1 ad de them, whe» if © a fatal co-incidence of Tempora), 
{ever bath an Geld, et thm 0 Tels thin Spiritual concerns, had 
break it of: So they gave it not melted down the Reſolutions of 
me : and: I caſt it io the thoſe Times, ſo at cher came out (be. 
Fore, and there ane aut tis yond expe ctation ) © a Parliament, 
calf. ! Exod. 33-34: *. Par lamem, - which claim'd | {even at 
firſt da h) a right of dividing (at-lggſt) the Empire with our 
Ceſar ; And indeed thoſe p.crenfions ( fapported by 2 jea - 
' Jonfle , © which a connivince towards ail, and the activity 
of ſome. Romaniſts had oce ſioned) were ſo managed, 83 
might leſſen the wonder, if ſome perſons ; even of ſintere in- 
tentions, were conſcientiouſly led into a miſtake of Duty; I 
ſpeak it ænowingly, many of you would have parted with your 
right eyes (when che diſmal conſequences of that breach were 
within view) to have obviated che miſchief; And when the ap. 
pointed time war drawings on 'wherela God bad determined 
to bring home our King, yoù were pt behind with your ſea- 
ſonable and vigorous Aﬀtances > Thouph you could peradven- 
ture have been well pleaſed, to have underſtood the length ind 
breadth of that Uawerful regard held forth rowardi tender 
Conſcienres; yet wben you did not find it prix viouſly cri · 
ed, ou wou'd not lea ve the main work at U fland for All khst, 
but delpt it forward by all poſſible and propet means: Not- 
"*thſtanding the many lnvectiyes which have been thrown ( at 
. * random) 


, 


3 

rindom) againſt yon, I cannot KL that Hicket and Cartyriebe 
(in 'remorer dayes, of Peters and Calamy in our own) added 
upon the ſame Principles; nor that the Original of thoſe woful 

Diſſentions ( differing ſentiments l would rather term them) 

took birth meecly from Obſtinacy ; for our Reformed Religion 
was but lately planted bere, and the Law of Uaiformity (how- 
ever fic). could not have ſpread its root lo far and deep, as thar 
(like the Lu of God) it ſhonld oblige all (Eng/ip) men, at all 
times, and ia all places; nor was it yet become (like the Atede- 
and Perſians) unalterable; when Doctor Cox, who could have 
no Jurisdiction over his poor exil'd Conntrey-men (taken in at 
Frankford about à year before, under a condition that they 
ſhould not vary from the French Church for fear of Diviſions) 
would needs rule alone there, and force the Engliſs Liturgy up- 
on them; 'a thing, that Dr. S/orie (though himſelf a Biibop) 
thought not fir to attempt; Hence animoſities and Heats, 
which in more than the lapſe of 'an hundred years cannot be 
allay'd and cool'd : 1 find Doctor Cox every where well cha- 
raReris'd, as a Veſſel well fraught with Learning , and Pictie ; 
bar, a little over-hang with che Sails of a high-ruMing Spirit, 
which rendred him 6bnoxious to the violent guſts of his own 
paſſion; and probably the intemperance of his aRings, drew 
from Calvin, thoſe diminutions he put upon the Common» Prajer- 
Book, which had elſz never been heard of: Yet note we here 
in paſſing; that moſt of the paſſages in it, whereon he thonght 
fir to faſten che term gf Ineyt (only (tis likely) becauſe he ap- 
p.chended tbem unapt) have ſince, upon review, been taken off 
to ſo good « degree, 'as his Succeſſour Bess found nothing in 
the ſubſtance of it, or the Dependent Rites ; whereto the in- 
tervention of the Magiſtrates Command, ought not to oblige 
(even the Conſcience) by aRual öbedience. It was x truly 
Chriſtian frame the Genera- Engliſb put upon themſelves, when 
they obſerved, God {by dtying up the Red Sea of Blood, which 
hid flowed here) to be opening a wiy for them towe rds their 
own Land, by Letters to their Brethren diſperſed throught Ger- 
ay ©, they ſued for Neconcilistiom, and enſued peace, even 
with thoſe wh» had ſapplanted them t, ind dtove them from 
Erankford; Nay, Lean (methinks) eaſily pardon the importu- 
Nei whergwith a'ter their return, they ſollicited our Govern- 
ours, 


(4) ö 
nours, whilſt che things in controverſie might ſeem to be (yet) 
ſub Judice, aud under. Debate: But, now, the caſe is ſo much 
altered, That there ij, | | = 
Wi 1. No reaſon but to Obey :- 
2. Noneceſkty of Diſobedience: | 
Conſider (I beſeech you) whether, All yon have ſaid; or 
writ to juſtifie your Separation, can ſignifie any thing, wales. 
what you t. ke offence at, were pro poſed, eitber FI 
1. As, Eſſential paits of Worſhip, 
O 


E, 
2+ As, Conferring Grace. | 

Truly, I have ala long (without prejudice, nay, with incli- 
nations tending towards you) conſalted ſome of your perſons, 
and moſt of your Books, yet am altogether of this mind, that 
the faling ſhoge herein, hsth unpointed all your Arguments, 
The very Impoſers themſelves having made (a thouſand times) 
25 ample and as clear Declaration (in reference to both) as can 
poſſibly come from che mouth of Man, That, f 
1. Io ordain ſuch a multitude of Ceremonies, 23 would 'im < 
ploy molt of our thoughts or care, in time of Divine Service, 
bow to do them arighe (which ſeems to have been the very ſtate 
and poſture of the dayes St. Auga/tine lived in, yet be brake 
down no gap, nor leapt out from the fold) deſerves really the 
name of Super ſtition. 
2. To make any of them an Eſſential part of Worſhip, or 
attribute to them the power of obtaining pardon for Us, or 
working grace in Us, were direct Irreligisn. | 
3- To make the Apoſtolical, or in themſelves neceſſary. com- 
mands , that bind the Conſcience ſo, asall the Laws of God do. 
were down-right preſumption. . 
They readily rant, that to Conſtieute a new object of Wor: 
ſu p (ſuppeſe, by invocation of Saints or Angels; ) That to 
inſtitute a new part of Worſhip (ſuppoſe by addition to the 
number of Sacraments) is not the Churches Prerogative. All 
they affitm of Rites or Ceremonies, is, but that they may be 
occaſional motives, or Remembrancers of Devotion; and 
what can remain (after ſuch Conceſſions) wortby ſo fatal an 
oppoſition If others find them fo, why may not I (if a. Mi. 
niftgr) uſe them? If 8 Lay-man be preſent at idem ? though I find 
; nor 


"Hot, they bave that tendency upon my Spirit. Nay, 1 will fo 
"one ſtep further, and affirm ; *Tis poſſible that the Governours 
of the Church may be culpable in the Seaſon, manner, meaſures, 
or nature of their Injunctions, and yet the members of that 
Choreh indiſpenfibly bound to a compliance. Seriouſl/, I 
would not beſpeak (for this ſort of things) in any bodies ap- 
prebenfion a room beyond their due value; but to me tis ver 
clear, that thete is no leſs (yea more) of ſuperſtition, in ſaying 
They may not be uſed (upon the account of Conſcience ) 
then in ſaying, They ſhall be uſed (meerly upon the 
account of Order, Decency , and Obedience.) In their own 
nature they are (by Calvins judgement) tolerable; in Jex 
(being ſtampt with Authority) Obligatory ; and ſince own'*d 
no otherwiſe, than as Ordinances of Men, they may ſeem to be 
the direct aim of thoſe two Texts, Rom. 13. 5, and 1. Pet. 2. 
13. Donbtleſs, the Spouſe of Chriſt would be no leſs lovely, 
if ſome abatements (according to your deſire) were made; but, 
will you ſcratch and wound her face, becauſe they who have the 
care of her Attire, efteem thoſe as beauty-ſpots, which you 
think only black patches? or becauſe they jadge thoſe well-ſuited 
Ornaments , which cannot (in your Opinion) paſs for better 
than gaudie, will you make an irreparable rent in that Garment 
which ſhould bave no ſeam? Certainlyꝭ if (in ſome caſes) .we 
ought to part with much for peace-ſake, we may (in chis) retain 
much too, eſpecially, ſince our duty is apparently ſuper-added 
to conveniency. And he that bath taken upon bim that Honou- 
rable Function (to which a Wo is fixed, if be Preach not,) quits 
norhimfelf like a man (nay comes not off like a goed and faithful 
ſervant) if he get into the Cellar, when be ſhould be on bis 
watch at the houſe top; or whiſper in ſome corner, when ke 
ſhould life up bis voice like a Trumpet. I know many of yon, 
whom 1 dare not but think to be men of Holy fincere inten- 
tions, and yet I am (verily) perſwaded, fin lies at your doors 
upon this very account: if it be true, (which I do not ſay nor 
think) That the moſt part of the Conforming Clergy aretemils, 
negligent, dry, perfunRory in their Offices; why, then (by the 
metcies of God, by the Bowels of Chriſt) be intreated (nay, 
take heed how you do it not) to put in your Sickles into the 
Harveſt; and ſuffer not the Lords people to periſh for * — 
Har ve . 00d; 


reed; which you, eannot. ( in th See 5onbare choſen). . 
penſe unto them without. diſadvantage, without al, 14 
dur exime : Thos you. will diſappoint all thoſe { many) 8 5 
have evil will to Zen; Thus vou will fruſtrate the expeckztion 
of all fach, as could find ia their hearts, that your voices 
never (more) be heard in this Land ; And, whereas (now) 
ſpeak evil of you as evi] doers, they will. e d jp Neri 
chit falſiy accuſe your good Converſation in 
but in 9 (necèſſaty things) the preſent fett an 
come ſhort; 45 and wiſe diſpoſer (above) 1 Ae 
(when we are ready for ſo great a mercy) to perfect all that 8 
cerns his ows, dt 15 intereft, withogt eng: an ] 
chem to do evil (or what hath the appearance of evil) The | 
good may come thireof, 
I wiſh my Pen were eaabled (before 1 concud:) tor 
on from in inſitmity (under which, ſome o you. have 
wed down, for almoſl Thirty Years;) I mean, the Ceverast: 
And (verily) ]. have beard great Caſuiſts afficm, 'That,. if ih 


matter of the Oath be unlawful, not withis gur own (ju 
Power, or impoſed by an unjuſt Autbo ity ; There gor. 
thin hg, but the ſuppleing waters of Repentance, to diſſolve 500 


_ = 
*, 
- 5 * - 


= is not (I ſuppoſe) of any Mportaace, whether this. A Y 
dreſs be at all. Sud d or 1 77 vet (being not willi ng.to | 
poſe upon the Reader a Fictitiod Name, and alcogt 
rent, whether be known) Tſhall leave him to 19 505 
whether he will give himſelf the trouble of unfoldi ng, w 5 
a Revetend Miniſſer (now with God) took the Pein dan * 


in an 
ANAGRAM, 
Our Chriſt will betye, 


oy, 


He ours, and therefore will, He's Chriſt, and cas 
Help : when, in vain is alt the Help of Man. 
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